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(ANE) NAME: General Chi (pronounced chur) Haotian 
(6688/3185/3944), People's Liberation Army (PLA). 


£GATEH) POSITION: Minister, Ministry of National Defense (MND) 
and State Councilor since March 1993; member, People’s Republic 
of Chine Central Military Commission (CMC) and the Communist 

Party of China (CPC) Military Commission (MC). 


(EAS SIGNIFICANCE; Chi is a national-level leader with 4 
significant role in formulating and implementing China's military 
policies based on his membership in the MC, Beijing's top military 
policymaking body, As Defense Minister, Chi is normally the 
PLA's primary representative in ceremonially hosting foreign 
military delegations visiting China. More significantly, the Defense 
Minister has traditionally represented China’s military in sessions of the Communist Party's Foreign 
Affairs Leading Group, Beijing's top foreign policymaking body. 





ENF) POLITICS: : As Chief of the General Staff, Chi steered the military through a difficult period 
that included the Tiananmen crisis and subsequent political reindoctrination program. He has been a 
loyal supporter of Deng Xiaoping’s plan for modemizing and regularizing the PLA. Chi has extensive 
military experience as a political commissar. 
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AB PERSONAL: The son of peasants, Chi was born inks) : 
22 July 1929. He reportedly is.extremely bright. According to offici ese news media, Chi took 
part in more than 100 battles during the war years (probably the Chinese civil war and the Korean 
war) and was rated People’s Hero, 3d Class, of East China. He does not speak English. According to 
the Chinese press, Chi has a plain, down-to-earth work style, and the men and officers under his 
command respect his approachability. ~ 





(GANE) CAREER: Chi began his military career in 1944, when he joined the Eighth Route Army. He 
joined the CPC in 1946. He became a junior officer in the East China Field Army as secretary at 
battalion headquarters. He later became the company political instructor of the 3d Field Army. Chi 
participated in the Laiwu, Menglianggu, Jinan, Huai-Hai, Yangtse Crossing, and Shanghai campaigns. 
He was awarded the title of East China People's Hero, 3d Class, in 1949. Chi participated in the 


.Koreart war in 1950 as deputy squad leader, company deputy political instructor, political instructor, 


and battalion political instructor. Upon retuming to China, Chi became Director of the Regimental 
Political Department of the Chinese People’s Volunteers (CPV). Chi's next assignment was with the 
27th Army. In 1952, he was commended by a Merit Citation, Ist Class. In 1958, Chi was enrolled 
first at the Nanjing General Advanced Infantry School and then at the Nanjing Military Academy, 
from which he graduated in 1960. He subsequently served as regiment political commissar and as 
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the political department commissar of a key division — one that provided Mao Zedong with loyal 
troops during the height of the Cultural Revolution. In 1973, he was promoted to Beijing Military 
Region (MR). Deputy Political Commissar, serving under then-Second Political Commissar Qin Jiwei 
(former Minister of Defense). 


+EANE Chi played an important role in the arrest in 1976 of the extreme leftist group known as the 
"Gang of Four" (ending the Cultural Revolution and leading to Deng’s rerum to power) and exercised 
‘rilitarv control over the propaganda organs of the party. In May 1977, he became deputy editor in 
chief of the People's Daily — China’s principal propaganda organ — a position of influence that further 
‘demonstrated that Chi was moving in powerful circles at the time. In November 1977, Chi became a 
Deputy Chief of the General Staff (DCOGS), serving under then-Chief of the General Staff (COGS) 
Deng Xiaoping and then-Assistant Chief of the General Staff Liu Huaqing. While in this position, Chi 
traveled to the Congo and Zaire in 1978 and to Argentina in 1981. 


(SANB Chi was concurrently selected to serve as Director of the Political Department of the PLA 
General Staff Headquarters, probably between 1982 and 1985. It is unclear when Chi stopped being 
(COGS and if/when he served solely as Political Department Director. No longer serving as DCOGS 
in 1985, Chi reappeared as Political Commissar of the Jinan MR. In November 1987, Chi became the 


Chief of the General Staff. 


According to ae Teports % at the Ome, he had fallen into political Gstaver 
end had been heavily criticized for his inability to handle his portfolio within the General Staff 
Department. However, the move may have reflected Deng’s desire to broaden Chi’s experience. The 
vact that he returned to the top position in the General Staff Department in a relatively short time is 
evidence that Chi has, had the patronage of Deng Xiaoping and that Chi is a highly capable and 
‘politically correct administrator. 





CCAE} When Chi was appointed COGS in 1987, he was also elected a member of the CPC’s Central 
Committee. He.was also a representative to the CPC 9th and 11th National Party Congresses and a 
member of the CPC 13th Central Committee in 1987. In April 1988, he was elected a member of the 
aon Central Military Commission (CMC). When ranks. were restored in October of 1988, Chi was 
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